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MEMORIAL MINUTE

MRS. CHARLES L. PHILLIPS

1879-1960

The Commission records the death on February 16, i960, in Pasadena,

California, of Mrs. Charles L. Phillips, at the age of 80.

Mrs. Phillips was born Eva Florence Plummer in New Lisbon, Ohio, on

December 22, 1879* She attended the public schools of Pawnee City, Nebraska,

and the Pawnee City Academy.

The child of an actively Christian home, Miss Plummer united with the

Presbyterian Church of Pawnee City at the age of 19, on confession of her faith

in Christ. With the maturing of the missionary interest planted by her mother

in childhood, Miss Plummer entered the Missionary Training Institute at Nyack,

New York, graduating in 1906. By this time her family had moved to Los Angeles,

and there she served in a rescue mission until she applied to the Board of

Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. for appointment to its

work overseas.

Miss Plummer was commissioned by the Board in 1909 and assigned to Korea.

Following a period of language study she was given direction of the industrial

department of the Girls' Academy in Pyengyang. In this relationship she arranged

for the employment of the many students whose situation made it necessary for

them to work their way through school.

On June 29, 1911, Miss Plummer was married to the Rev. Charles L. Phillips,

who had joined the Korea Mission in 1910. Her activities in Pyengyang included

teaching Sunday Sjchool in the Foreign School, conducted for the English-speaking

children of Korea and neighboring countries, visitation in Korean homes, and

teaching sewing, in which she had developed a special interest in her girlhood

days, at the Lulu Wells Institute. Mrs. Phillips applied this practical talent

through many years of her missionary experience. Upon return to Korea from one

of the family furloughs, Mrs. Phillips wrote, "When our bit of freight came along,

with it was a Singer sewing machine to be used in the self-help department of the

Mission Higher Bible School. We hope this addition to the department may help

some girls to be able to get their final Bible training.

"

Although home responsibilities increased with the coming of each of the. five

children of the Phillips family, Mrs. Phillips undertook frequent evangelistic

and Bible instruction itineraries into the rural areas. In 1925 she wrote,

"During the early fall, I had the privilege of going out to the far northern

territory over which Mr. Phillips has charge, and visiting seven of the remote

mountain churches. I went preaching among the people of the villages, and at our

evening meetings a number would usually decide to believe in Jesus as their

Saviour. I walked miles over rough roads - mostly mountain paths, and climbed

mountains that seemed to be the tip-top of the universe."
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Mr. and Mrs. Phillips returned to the United States in 1940 in the general

evacuation of Presbyterian missionaries from Korea. From that time until 1947,
when it was possible to return Mr. and Mrs. Phillips together with other

Presbyterian missionaries, to reopen the Korea Mission, Mrs. Phillips shared the

pastoral work which her husband undertook, first for a five year period in
Kentucky under appointment of the Presbyterian Board of National Missions, and
then for successive one-year terms in St. Louis, Missouri and Arcadia,
California.

Mr. and Mrs. Phillips were given a roving assignment upon their return to

Korea after the war. Mrs. Phillips was the full partner of her husband in the

varied restoration tasks which they undertook in those crowded days of new
freedom for Korea. There were visits to the older city and rural churches and to

the many new refugee churches, Bible teaching in many of the schools of the city
of Seoul and the continuous operation of the Phillips home as a meeting place for

students, teachers, doctors and military personnel. Mrs. Phillips accompanied
her husband in providing a Christian message and worship to 500 men in one of the

Seoul prisons. There was the continuing urgent labor of receiving, sorting and

distributing relief supplies to hundreds of destitute Koreans.

Before the end of two years Mrs. Phillips' health was seriously impaired,
and this made it necessary for her and her husband to return to the United States

for the last time in later 1949.

Mr. and Mrs. Phillips received honorable retirement by action of the Presty-

terian Board of Foreign Missions in 1950 and have since that time made their

home in Pasadena, California. Mrs. Phillips is survived by her husband, three

daughters, Mrs. Jessup Eberhart of Arizona, Mrs. Paul Abbott, Jr. of Barrington,

New Jersey, and Miss Florence Phillips of St. Louis, Missouri; two sons,

Charles L. Phillips, Jr. and James P. Phillips of California; and fourteen

grandchildren.

With the thankfulness for Mrs. Phillips' service which was so abiding a

quality of her own life, the Commission extends its heartfelt sympathy to Mr.

Phillips and all the members of her family, recalling her own words of peace and

hope written from the missionary vacation place of retreat in Korea, "As I sit

here in our front room that overlooks the sea with its blues and greens and

shadings of color - the mountain range across the bay, the sky so blue, the

breeze so cool, the sun so warm - I wonder if God has not ‘given to all men

liberally, ' and to Him be the glory for all His gifts and the world around. We

praise Him for all these lovely things, for His Word and for His Spirit, for safe

care over us and for us, for the liberty we have in presenting the Gospel."


